THE  PROBLEMS OF POWER

method of starvation, I only let them awaken
me at night when there is bad news; good news
can wait till morning. I think I have been called
up at night only thrice in ten years: when the
post-office in Rome was burned down; when the
members of our special mission in Albania were
assassinated; and when the Queen Dowager was
taken ill."

"Do you find that there are special circum-
stances or special times in which you are
exceptionally productive?"

"When I am afoot," he answered. "I often
walk up and down my room for a couple of
hours before coming to a decision or formulating
a statement. My ideas flow most freely in the
evening, especially towards midnight. But when
does one have ideas ? A man in my position must
be stupid at least once a week, or must seem so.
On such days I learn a great deal. Inspiration?
If one is lucky, that comes once or twice a year."
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